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Rationale (brief description from DoA) 
This document will provide a general overview of the Catalogue of Copernicus User/success stories 

and training elements. It is important to note that the format of the Deliverable 5.3 is not a report, 

and only serves a documentation purpose. This deliverable is presented in the form of a catalogue of 

training elements and success stories on Copernicus available on the project’s website.  
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Executive summary 
 

The catalogue of Copernicus training elements and success stories is a structured collection of 

resources that will offer its users the opportunity to access more than 1,000 training materials and 

success stories specifically developed for the Copernicus programmes, its sentinel missions and six 

services. The resources are organised in a spreadsheet with 353 entries that lead to a large number 

of training elements and success stories.  

 

The catalogue was designed with the main objective of being a tool that can be easy to access and 

provides hands-on training and information to a large number of elements related to the Copernicus 

programme.  

 

 
 

Aims & scope of CopHub.AC 
The Horizon 2020 Coordination and Support Action aims to establish a long-term Copernicus hub to 

consolidate and sustain the Copernicus Academy as a knowledge and innovation platform. To fulfil this 

several nodes will be created, including interactive web elements showing the distribution and 

dynamics of Copernicus related expertise and capacities. The project will link ongoing R&D activities in 

Copernicus-relevant academic fields and sustain the innovation process from academia to business on 

a high scientific and technical level. We have a clear commitment to a full thematic and geographic 

coverage for a Europe-wide boost in demand-driven uptake of space technology and geospatial 

information.  
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Copernicus training elements, use cases, user stories (“success stories”) 
 

There are hundreds of training elements existing, most of which accessible on the internet, amongst 

them mostly free-of-charge, and many even without a registration.  Amongst this overwhelming 

offer, it is hard to choose the right one, especially for non-experts or those who are new to the field, 

or for experts who miss the right criteria to apply for a search.  

It is therefore considered a service of the Copernicus Academy to its members and the 

broader community, to offer a structured overview of the existing resources. We broadly 

differentiate between training elements, use cases, and user stories (“success stories”). As for the 

training elements, we focus on material explicitly linked to Copernicus by either having Copernicus in 

the name or declaring its relation to Copernicus by any other means. The term ‘use cases’ we borrow 

from the Copernicus Website, which lists many of them, as a kind of a showroom of good practice 

examples.   

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Use cases featured on the Copernicus website, to be selected by topic, country. More than 200 use 

cases are collected here, including some more generic cases illustrating the Copernicus service components 

(e.g., the Land monitoring HRLs or Urban Atlas) 

 

The term ‘success stories’ refers to the NEREUS initiative of featuring such 99 user stories from EO 

applications in regional settings.  

We are aware that such a catalogue can never be complete and will be outdated by the time 

it is published (in a frozen status towards the project end). Therefore, as with all the other 

innovation elements produced in CopHub.AC, this catalogue is implemented in a prototypical way 
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(see section Web interface below) such that future activities can follow these lines and build a 

sustainable solution.  

 

 
 

Figure 2. Selected 99 user stories showcasing successful uptakes of Copernicus core or downstream services on 

regional level, featured by the Copernicus4Regions published by NEREUS and ESA.  

 

Structured approach and selection process  

The following catalogue of resources lists Copernicus user/success stories and training elements in a 

structured and selectable way. This structured (yet by no means exhaustive) collection of online 

resources includes courses, webinars, good practice examples, etc. from a variety of sources and 

providers specialised in the design and delivery of training materials and success stories on 

Copernicus. 

The identification and final selection of the training elements and success stories was an extended 

process that required several iterations. Please find below some of the main features/requirements 

for the selection of the materials:  

● Explicit reference to Copernicus and its infrastructure  

● Suggested resources through consultations with different stakeholders 

○ Copernicus Support Office 

○ Thematic Working Groups 

○ CopHub.AC project partners  

○ Copernicus entrusted entities 

○ References from other projects (EO4GEO) 

○ DIAS providers 

● Comprehensive desktop research 
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Resource providers 
 
The resources included in the catalogue come from a large number of providers specialised in the 

design and delivery of training materials and success stories on Copernicus. A significant number of 

resources were developed by:  

 

● Copernicus EU 

● European Space Agency (ESA) 

● European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecast (ECMWF) 

● European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT) 

● Copernicus Research and User Support (RUS) 

 

Additionally, some resources provided by public contributors were also included in the catalogue. 

This approach allows us to extend the number of languages covered in the catalogue as well as 

provide training on specific topics such as flood monitoring, sea navigation, etc.  

 

Classification of resources 
 

The training elements and success stories are organised in a manner that provides the users easy 

access to the different elements of the Copernicus programme in which they are interested in.  

 

The information in the catalogue can be filtered using one of the following elements:  

 

● Type of resources (Training elements and Success stories) 

● Format (Website, Video, Presentation, Publication and Webinar) 

● Target audience (General public, Public authorities, and Entrepreneurs) 

● Copernicus service (6 Services) 

● Theme (more specific topics: Drought monitoring, COVID-19 impact, etc.) 

● Resource provider  

● Level (Beginner, Intermediate and advanced) 

● Language (9) 

● Cost (free-of-charge or paid) 

 

Main highlights of the catalogue 
 

The structured catalogue of Copernicus training elements and success stories is a tool, which allows 

straightforward access to hundreds of (or prospectively unlimited) training resources such as 

MOOCs, webinars, presentations, publications, videos, and demonstrations.  

 

The resources identified in the catalogue exhibit some of the following features:  

 

● Most of the resources found were of free access 

● A significant number of the resources were videos hosted in YouTube 
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● A large proportion of the resources were training elements 

● Most of the resources found were in English  

● Some of resources found specifically discussed elements linked to COVID-19 

 

Examples of training elements and success stories 
 

In the following section, selected Copernicus training elements and success stories are illustrated.  

 

Example 1: Resource #108 - Seen from the space: COVID-19 and the environment 

 

● Type of training resource: Training element 

● Format: Video 

● Target audience: General public 

● Copernicus service: Atmosphere monitoring service  

● Theme: COVID-19 

● Resource provider: ESA 

● Level: Beginner 

● Pre-requirement: None 

● Language: English 

● Cost: Free 

● URL: https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Videos/2020/05/Seen_from_space_COVID-19_and_the_environment  

● Keywords: COVID-19 

● Comments: This video includes an interview in English with the Director of ESA’s Earth 

Observation Programme. 

● Description: In this video, you will learn how Earth-observing satellites take the pulse of our 

planet from space looking at the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across the globe. You will 

learn also about the environmental benefits of global lockdown that are visible from space. 

 

 
Figure 3. Resource #108 - Seen from space: COVID-19 and the environment 

 

https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Videos/2020/05/Seen_from_space_COVID-19_and_the_environment
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Example 2: Resource #52 - Air quality monitoring with Sentinel-5p  

 

● Type of training resource: Training element 

● Format: Video 

● Target audience: General public 

● Copernicus service: Atmosphere monitoring service 

● Theme: Air quality monitoring  

● Resource provider: RUS Copernicus 

● Level: All levels 

● Pre-requirement: None 

● Language: English 

● Cost: Free 

● URL: https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p  

● Keywords: Air quality and Sentinel-5P 

● Comments: The software is available when you receive your virtual machine. 

● Description: During this webinar, you will be introduced to Sentinel-5p data and learn how 

to process the data using the BEAT software. We will demonstrate how using basic analysis, 

Sentinel-5p data can be used to monitor air quality at regional and global scale. 

 

 
Figure 4. Resource #52 - SAir quality monitoring with Sentinel-5p 

 

Example 3: Resource #97 - Copernicus cases studies (Australia)  

 

● Type of training resource: Success story 

● Format: Website 

● Target audience: General public 

● Copernicus service: Land monitoring service 

● Theme: Land data products 

● Resource provider: Australian Government  

https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
https://rus-training.eu/training/RUS%20environment%20demo:%20RUS%20environment%20demo:%20Air%20quality%20monitoring%20with%20Sentinel-5p
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● Level: Beginner  

● Pre-requirement: None 

● Language: English 

● Cost: Free 

● URL: http://www.copernicus.gov.au/case-studies  

● Keywords: Pasture biomass, severe mapping and land cover 

● Comments: Five case studies presented in this website 

● Description: The website describes five case studies that illustrate the use of Copernicus 

data to address land cover and mapping issues. 

 

 
Figure 5. Resource #97 - Copernicus cases studies (Australia)  

 

 

Web interface 
A prototypical web interface has been created on the CopHub.AC website featuring the catalogue at: 

http://www.cophub-ac.eu/trainings/. Here you find all the resources listed and grouped after the 

main categories discussed above. The distribution of the resources are shown in simple bar charts 

(Fig. 6, top), while a selection window allows for filtering the resources according to certain criteria 

(Fig. 6, bottom). 

 

http://www.copernicus.gov.au/case-studies
http://www.cophub-ac.eu/trainings/
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Figure 6. CopHub.AC Resource Catalogue listing approx.. 350 training elements and user stories (top). Selecting 

resources by applying several filters (bottom). 
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