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According to the “Space Strategy for Europe“ (EC, 2016) „the uptake of space solutions through standardisation measures and roadmaps, and by integrating space into 
future strategies [...]should be supported by accompanying measures at national and regional level [as well as] awareness-raising campaigns [and] support networks” 
Both, the network of the Copernicus Academy and the Copernicus Relays foster the Copernicus idea by promoting access to and exploitation of space data, enabling 
their cross-fertilisation with other sources of data and facilitating the integration with emerging digital infrastructures. Today, Copernicus is the leading provider of 
Earth observation data for civil use. At the same time, it is one of the biggest data providers worldwide, generating daily TBytes of data all free and downloadable from 
servers worldwide. Together with its unique portfolio of information service, it has the potential to unlock the digitalisation of our business, administrative as well as 
private world to an extent not possible or known before. Hence, there is also great responsibility involved.

Networks boosting the user uptake within the Copernicus ecosystem

The Copernicus Academy network connects universities, research institutions, 
business schools, private and non-profit organizations with the aim to facilitate 
cooperation in research, education and training.  It links research and academia with 
public authorities, service providers and citizens to boost the use of Copernicus 
data, information services and capacity building activities. With currently more 
than 160 members, this network has been growing into a rare pool of experts from 
different domains and nations, in- and outside of Europe, with the ambition to have 
impact on global scale.

Copernicus Relays are the local ambassadors and contact offices to promote 
and coordinate activities around the use of Earth observation data and services, 
in especially in relation with the European Copernicus Programme. Currently, the 
worldwide about hundred relays form an open network of supporting institutions, 
including companies, to foster digitalisation and new business opportunities linked 
to space data and its target group of intermediate and end users, many of them part 
of regional or subnational, smaller communities and ecosystems.

Copernicus Academy Copernicus Relays



The Copernicus Academy embraces members willing to become pioneers, bench markers and ambassadors of the 
knowledge potential behind Copernicus data and information. Each member acts as multiplier developing initiatives to reach 
the development of interdisciplinary and international masters and educational classes, new skills boosting programmes for 
vocational training, industry-university traineeships agreements, facilitating spin-offs creation, good practice examples and 
reference tools and materials. The EC encourages, via the Copernicus Support Office (CSO)  cooperation and interaction 
and stimulates the sharing of experience  by means of visualising those complementary expertises . Network-wide activities 
stimulate and facilitate the uptake of space data and information products through the development of professional skills, 
with a focus on merging knowledge from different sectors. Considering that there are numerous applications outside the 
usual space-related domains, it is crucial to create awareness within universities and business schools to stimulate both 
young and experienced people to the opportunities for their professional profile specialization.

Copernicus Relays are often linked to some area, be it national, subnational, regional or even to  larger municipalities. Many 
of them are public institutions with a mandate from a national entity responsible for the implementation of Copernicus in 
Europe. In recent years, more and more companies, but also clusters and start-up networks joint the network in order to 
introduce business ideas and entrepreneurial spirit into the work of extracting concrete information for decision making from 
Earth observation data. Important for the work of the relays is a network of users and providers, the better you know them, 
the more effective is the support and the persuasive arguments you can provide to them, which in a way favours institutions 
with a coordinating role in a smaller regions or institutions with a specific application area like example given environment or 
agriculture. Part of the task is to mediate between small and medium-sized companies on the one side and public authorities 
as the current main users of Earth observation data in Europe on the other side. Copernicus as one of the Big Data sources 
worldwide is the tool to boost digitalisation in your area of responsibility or your sector of expertise independent of being 
more active on the political level, as a company or as an intermediary.

...the Copernicus Academy network 

...the Copernicus Relays network

What is...?



Membership requirements
In line with research on organizational learning, stressing the importance of knowing 
and valuing what others know and being able to gain access to this knowledge core 
activities are centered around the following main constituents of the Copernicus 
Academy:

Membership and guidelines

CopHub.AC

Lorem Ipsum
Successful user uptake includes a close and coordinated collaboration between the Copernicus Academy and the Copernicus Relay network, both on the regional/
subnational level, but also on the level of the coordination of two networks, especially by the Copernicus Support Office. Copernicus Relays serve as the mediators 
between research, training on the one side and the market formed by users and providers of Copernicus services on the other side. They can help to address policy 
makers, be it to convince them to overcome market barriers or market  failures via support measures like collections of good practises, pilot activities or awareness 
raising. Many relays organise information events targeted to the business community or to the political level.
The Copernicus Academy… To fill these tasks certain skills, expertise and requirements are central to the institutions taking up this challenge

1. Invent – visualizing research outcome and distributed capacities and thus 
facilitating accessibility of this information

2. Innovate – bridging the gap between academia and industry as key to innovation, 
fostering EO solutions to real-world problems

3. Interact – stimulating the sharing of expertise and tools between involved 
stakeholders such as academic institutions, public authorities, and the private 
sector

4. Inform – reaching out to the public at large and students to increase awareness 
about Copernicus
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Membership and guidelines
Prerequisite
Apply to renew your label to keep the status of a Copernicus Relay bestowed by 
the European Commission; identifying yourself as an ambassador and local contact 
office of one of the most important programmes of the European Union in support 
of digitalisation. The programme links relays to the expectation of supporting to 
capitalise on the investments into the European space programme Copernicus.

Vision
•	 Become or be part of local Copernicus Information & Application Hub acting as 

a catalyser between the different actors;
•	 Contribute to, make available and promote an inventory and map local expertise 

and demand related to EO - best accessible online, in the easy terms of local 
application users and in local language;

•	 Support EO data to become part of a holistic process combining various data 
sources, be it from space (e.g., GNSS data) or from other sources.

What are the skills a Copernicus Relay needs?
•	 Organisational expertise;
•	 Understanding of Copernicus infrastructure & basic technical skills on data 

access and processing;
•	 Ability to follow developments on digital markets & its fast-changing environment 

(EO is part of Big Data);
•	 Embedding in relevant local business networks, public administrative structures, 

educational & academic as well as civil society sectors;
•	 Knowledge and experience with funding opportunities be it local, regional, 

national or European;
•	 Finding its niche and recognition in the local regional policy and strategy for 

digitalisation;
•	 Ability to reach out to the local regional ecosystem via existing networks & 

appropriate dissemination tools/ channels;
•	 Ability to represent the EU Copernicus Program and its opportunities within your 

local/regional ecosystem and its stakeholder and to be(come) recognised as 
such.

Activities to be offered by a Copernicus Relay
•	 Awareness raising and promotion acting as a local link for EC opportunities;
•	 Training activities;
•	 Guide local stakeholders on e.g., data, opportunity, funding, contacts;
•	 Support to user uptake, depending on the target group:
•	 Regional/sub-national authorities, including bigger metropolitan areas, it is 

- Political engagement; 
- Technical engagement;

•	 SMEs, it is 
- Support to development, including business incubation and acceleration;

•	 Copernicus Academy members, it is 
- R&D support, knowledge transfer promotion, training modules as well as 
mediation of contacts;

   Create synergies between Copernicus Academy members and Copernicus 
Relays
•	 Promote the adhesion of new and already existing Copernicus Relays & 

Copernicus Academy members in the region to cover different areas of interest 
and roles, best under a local strategy and/or action plan;

•	 Copernicus Relay & Copernicus Academy members should team-up, best along 
concrete locally relevant application cases and solutions

•	 Copernicus Relays provide access and door opening for Copernicus Academy 
members to regional public authorities and small and medium-sized companies 
dealing with Earth Observation services & applications

•	 Copernicus Academy provides inventory of academic and research knowledge 
relevant to Earth Observation/Copernicus applications and promotes that to 
Copernicus Relays and their network of SMEs & public authorities, best in a 
searchable online directory cloud solution.

CoRdiNet
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